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THE KIPLING FAMILY HISTORY NEWSLETTER #33         NOVEMBER 2026 
 
This year, the newsletter has an international flavour, with articles on slave-owners in the 
West Indies, Kipling as middle names in 18th century India, the US Civil War, and a barber-
surgeon in England. Plus a couple of London parish ‘removals’. 
 

Kiplings and Slavery - update 

 
In Newsletter #27, there was an account of Luke Kipling, a Jamaican slave owner of the 
1750s. The newly-released 1813 Trinidad ‘Register of Personal Slaves’, shows that the heirs 
of a William and Mary Kipling of Port of Spain also owned (three) slaves. I have not yet found 
out who William and Mary were. 
 

 
 

 
 
Subsequent records show that Nancy Fabian was sold shortly afterwards and that by 1825 
Jack Chapman had died. 
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An 1819 record suggest that the heirs might be children, as they were represented by a 
guardian. 
 

 

 
 
 

Kiplings in the US Civil War 

 
At least seven Kiplings are recorded as having served during the US Civil War, all on the 
Union side. Those identified so far are: 

• William Kipling, 3rd Regiment, US Artillery (Regular Army) 

• Robert Burns Kipling, Private, 12th Regiment, Indiana Cavalry 

• Thomas L. Kipling, Private, 128th Regiment, Indiana Infantry 

• William N. Kipling, Private, 99th Regiment, Indiana Infantry 

• Thomas Kipling, Private, 16th Regiment, Illinois Infantry 

• Richard Kipling, jr., Private, 22nd Regiment, New York State Militia 

• Francis J Kipling, US Navy 
 
I have begun to research them in detail. Here’s the first one. 
 
William Kipling, 3rd Regiment, US Artillery (Regular Army) 
 
William was born in England, in Streatham, Surrey, the son of Robert and Elizabeth Kipling of 
the Dean family group (see Stockings).  
 

https://kipling.one-name.net/Stockings.pdf
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He travelled to America in 1861, arriving in New York on 3 May on the ship Amazon, having 
travelled steerage class. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Seven days later, on 10 May, he enlisted in the US regular army. He would appear that he 
had travelled to fight (the war had begun on 12 April with the Confederate shelling of Fort 
Sumter). 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
In May 1863, he opened a savings bank account in New York. 
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US Emigrant Savings bank register NYC 

 
He was discharged due to disability in August 1863, at Morris Island, South Carolina where 
there had been heavy fighting associated with the siege of Charleston. E battery of the 3rd 
US Artillery, in which he was then serving, is known to have been there. 
 
William claimed an invalidity pension the following month. 
 

 
 
It’s possible he was the William Kipling who died of TB in Boston in 1869. 
 

 
 

 
 

Two Kipling Indian mysteries 

 
Robert Howard was born at Fort William, Bengal, in August 1789, the son of William 
Howard, a court official. In 1810, he married Maria Wroughton. 
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In 1815, Robert, an attorney, named one of his daughter Maria Eliot Kipling Howard. 
 

 
 

 
 
Robert died at Calcutta in January 1831. In his will he named an Elizabeth Kipling of Calcutta 
as co-executrix with his wife. No relationship was stated. Daughter Maria was mentioned as 
a beneficiary.  
 

 
 
Elizabeth Kipling may have been the India-born daughter of that name of Captain Ambrose 
Kipling. She was recorded returning to India from England in 1809 (see Captain Ambrose 
Kipling.pdf ). It is possible that she was either a close friend or favoured employee of the 
Howard. I have found no further records of Elizabeth after 1831. Nor have I found any 
possible alternative Kipling connection. 
 
Robert’s widow, Maria, died at Krishnaghur in 1845. 

 
 
Robert Howard’s son, Robert Charles Howard (b 1811), an indigo planter, who had married 
in 1838, named a daughter of his Maria Kipling Howard in 1849. 
 

 

 

 
 

https://kipling.one-name.net/Captain%20Ambrose%20Kipling.pdf
https://kipling.one-name.net/Captain%20Ambrose%20Kipling.pdf
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Robert Charles Howard died in 1856. Maria Kipling Howard later travelled to England, where 
she married George Yule in 1879. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
By 1911, she was widowed and was visiting Lingfield in Surrey. 

 
There is a memorial to Maria in Gullane Churchyard, East Lothian, Scotland, which records 
her death in Ealing in 1919, and that her daughter Margaret Louise died in India. 
 

 
 
Further research may reveal more of Maria’s life, whether in India, Scotland or South-east 
England. 
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Even more mysteriously, at Dacca in 1831, George Wise, an indigo planter like Robert 
Charles Howard, named his daughter Maria Kipling Wise.  
 

 

 
 
She died in Calcutta, age 55. 
 

 

 
 
I have so far been unable to establish any connection with Kiplings.  
 

Richard Kipling, 18th century Gateshead surgeon 
 
Richard Kipling was a son of Charles Kipling of Egglesburne in Middleton-in-Teesdale (see 
The Kiplings of Middleton-in-Teesdale). He was apprenticed to a Gateshead barber-surgeon 
in 1695, becoming a freeman of the company in 1703. 
 

 

 
The Newcastle Weekly Courant, 5 December 1891 

 
In 1707, he married Dorothy Taylor at Gateshead. They had daughters Jane (1708) and 
Hannah (1710) before Dorothy died in 1711. The same year his father died and left him 
 
In 1713, he married Eden Gething and had children Charles (1714, d1714), Elinor (1715, 
d1717), Margery (1717) and Richard (1721-26). 
 
He took on apprentices of his own, including Ralph Gee of Newcastle and Thomas Fothergill: 

 
 

 
 

https://kipling.one-name.net/The%20Kiplings%20of%20Middleton.pdf


 8 

We can see where Richard lived /worked in 1727: 
 

 
Newcastle Courant - Saturday 02 December 1727 

 
The same year, he was mentioned in the will of Isaac Heron of Newcastle, shoemaker, as 
one of the tenants of a property in The Side in Newcastle. 
 

 
 
In 1732, Eden was accused in the diocesan court of defamation against an Isabel Dawes. The 
outcome is not known. 

 

 
Durham University Library DDR/EJ/PRC/2/1732/4 

 
In  1742, Richard and Robert Chambers, dyer, acquired as trustees three pieces of copyhold 
land in Sedgefield from Richard’s son-in law Benjamin Ord (who had married daughter Jane I 
1733). They consisted of 3a of land in Ryall Field, 6a forming part of land known as the Noble 
Rent and a close of one oxgang called East End Close. 
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Durham University Library DHC2/M2/418 

 
In 1744, Richard was mentioned in the will of John Sisson of Newcastle, excise officer, as 
being co-tenant of The Half Moon in Newcastle: he also witnessed the will. 
 

 
Durham University Library DPR/I/1/1744/S9/1-2 

 
Richard died in 1758, being buried at Gateshead. The following year, Eden was left a legacy 
in the will of Jane Ellison of Elvet near Durham 

 
 
But she had to go to court to attempt to get payment 
  

 

 
Durham Record Office D/Br/D 947 (3 Nov 1757) 

 
Eden died in 1765, also being buried at Gateshead. For Richard’s full story, see Richard 
Kipling barber surgeon.pdf  
 

Two London parish removals 

 
Under the old poor laws, each parish in England was responsible for assisting the the poor 
and sick of its own parish. If you moved away, and then needed help, the parish where you 
lived was usually unwilling to assist unless you had gained settlement there, perhaps by 
marriage or apprenticeship. If someone was reluctant to move, parishes could ask two 
Justices for an order allowing them to forcibly return them to their parish of origin or most 
recent settlement. Often, this was done to single women expecting children they were 
considered unlikley to be able to support. Rachael Kipling, who was unmarried and 
pregnant,  was the subject of a removal order in 1800, having first been exmined about her 
circumstances. 

https://kipling.one-name.net/Richard%20Kipling%20barber%20surgeon.pdf
https://kipling.one-name.net/Richard%20Kipling%20barber%20surgeon.pdf
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An order was therefore granted to allow her to be removed back to he parish of settlement. 
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She may be have been the Rachel Kipling born in 1769 in Gilling,  Yorkshire, as I have found 
no other records of her in that county (see The Kiplings of Gilling), which would make her a 
member of the Barningham family group. 
 

 
 
In 1810 she probably married Jospeh Veradi at St Lukes. 
 

 
 
Almost sixty years later, Henrietta Wells (otherwise Kipling) was similarly examined at 
Bethnal Green. 
 

 
 
It’s likely that she was a daughter of the John Kipling who was a shipwright at Deptford (see 
The Kipling Shipwrights), who had died about twenty (not 28) years earlier, although I can 
find no record of her baptism or of her sister Mrs Seabrook. 
 
She had been living at Clerkenwell in 1851, albeit claiming she was married. 
 

 
 
Daughter Amelia Susan had recently been baptised at St Andrew’s  Bethnal Green as she had 
declared… 

https://kipling.one-name.net/The%20Kiplings%20of%20Gilling.pdf
https://kipling.one-name.net/The%20Kipling%20Shipwrights.pdf
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 …and Emma Louise had been baptised in 1852 at St Giles in the Field. In both cases it would 
seem that a husband had been invented for propriety. 
 

 
 
It’s possible that daughter Matilda was married in 1872, also naming a Richard Kipling as her 
father. 
 

 
 
Other than these few records, I have been unable as yet to discover the fate of Henrietta 
and her daughters. 


